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read           on Marxism and in criticism of Narodism.   Among these

was a paper criticizing the book by the well-known Narodnik V. V. (V. P.
Vbiontsov), Tim            of Capitalism in Russia; a paper on the works of the

Alikhailovsky and Yiizhakov;  a paper on the book An Outline
of Our                    Social Economy by the Narodnik Nikolai-on (N. F.

Banieison)s and also a paper on Marx's Poverty of Philosophy. In these
papers, aad in the debates and discussions that followed, Lenin, already at
that times astonished his audiences by his profound ^knowledge of ^Marxism.
The members of the Samara circles reported in their letters that in Samara
there was a student under police surveillance named Ulyanov who was
distinguished for his breadth of mind and erudition.

WMle in Samara, Lenin continued diligently to study the works of Marx
aad Engels9 mainly in German and French, as very few of these books were
then available in Russian. Lenin himself translated into Russian the Com-
by Marx and Engels. This translation was read in manu-
script in the Samara circles ; it was subsequently destroyed during a police
raid.

Lenin also studied the history of the Russian revolutionary movement and
discussed this subject with the most prominent members of the Narodnaya
Vblya who         to live in Samara after returning from exile. He abhorred

tie bookish and abstract acceptance of the Marxian theory, and never re-
garded Marxism as a lifeless dogma. To fifrn it was always a living guide to
revolutionary action.

At the age of twenty^ while continuing to propagate the tenets of Marx
Hugely he began to make a thorough study of the economic and political
development of Russia. He diligently waded through the economic re-
searches of the Narodniks and verified and independently examined all the
factual material on the basis of which the Narodniks had built up their
fallacious conclusions. He took up. statistics and studied a vast amount"
of material on the economic conditions of Russia., especially the Zemstvo
statistics, which, as he wrote at the time* "provide a vast amount of most
detailed material on the economic conditions of the peasantry."*

While studying the theoretical side of peasant husbandry^ Lenin tested his
conclusions by practical experience^ by direct contact with peasant life.
During the five summer seasons he spent in Alakayevka (1889-93)5 &e often
conversed with the peasants and closely studied their everyday life. At Ms
request Skiyarenko made a statistical survey of three Volosts in the Samara
Uyezda and Lenin himself drew up the questionnaire for this.

Lenin formulated the deductions he drew from his deep and careful
study of Russian economics in a splendid essay entitled "New Economic
Changes in Peasant Life," which he wrote in the spring of 1893. This is
the first of Lenin's literary productions .that have come down to us. In
tins essay he made a critical review of V. Postnikov's booka South Russian
Hmixrndry,, which was written on the basis of the Zemstvo statistics

the author's own investigations in the Ekaterinoslav, Kherson and Taurida

Guberalas*   Lenin had a high opinion of Postnikov's book in which, on the

of ^a wealth of factual material, the author proved that a process of

differoitiatien^was going on among the Russian peasantry;  but he rejected

the             Liberal-Narodiiik deductions and proposals.   This essay reveals

profoundly young Lenin Mdepeinjb&tly applied the Marxian method in

the         intricate problems of Russian life,
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